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Dear ACSS students and families, 

 

Happy December!  This time of year is all about giving, here at ACSS.  Thank you to Ms. 

Clapton and out Enhancing Student Support Team for the two big giving initiatives on-

going right now:  The Giving Trees and Christmas Hampers.  If you know the iconic 

book, The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein, then you’ll know some of the understandings 

that we are promoting through the ACSS Giving Tree Project: 

1. Giving can be more valuable than receiving. 

2. Understanding the differences between needs and wants is important. 

3. Life can be complicated - The roles of both giving and receiving as means to-

ward happiness need to be understood with care. 

4. Helping others is uplifting. 

5. Relationships need to be mutually respectful. 

Each of our three giving trees have been created to meet the goal of supporting fami-

lies in our community as well as the Langley Youth Hub.   

https://www.langleyyouthhub.com/ 

 

The ACSS Action Plan for Learning 

Goal:  To continue celebrating the positive 
stories and successes at ACSS 

One of our school goals is to communi-

cate the powerful stories of learning and 

understanding that happen at ACSS.  Our 

need and want is to celebrate the strong 

character of our school community, and 

of Aldergrove as a whole, through stories 

of respect for our diversity, inclusive prac-

tices, educational excellence, broad 

scope of learning, and honour of our To-

tem name and history. 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
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The Festive Mr. Orchard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our esteemed counsellors, Mr. Orchard, 

helped us all get a good start on the December 

season simply by donning his heartwarming Santa 

sweater on Wednesday.  Thank you for being so 

festive Mr. Orchard! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Athletics 

 

Thursday night, after two years of 

practices, our senior boys’ basketball 

team got to play a game!  Against 

another school’s team!  It was won-

derful!  Thank you to the Sands  

Secondary Scorpions for visiting ACSS 

to play a friendly exhibition game 

against our ACSS Totems.  Both teams 

played exceptionally well with high 

levels of energy and effort.  The 

home crowd was thrilled!   

Congratulations to both teams on a 

game very well played! 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

http://www.acsstotems.ca


ACSS Totem Times  

Dream, Believe, Achieve 

 

Instagram: @acss.totems         Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School         Twitter: @ACSSTotems      

December 3, 2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Totem Tournament 

This Friday and Saturday, 

our Athletics  

department, in  

collaboration with our  

sibling school, Betty  

Gilbert Middle School is  

hosting a Grade 8 boys  

basketball tournament.  

Go Raptors! 
 

 

 

 

Semester 1 Term 1 Report Cards 

On Monday afternoon, student report cards were published to the My Education BC 

Parent Portal.  If you did not receive an email explaining the process for accessing 

your child’s report card, please contact the school.  With six weeks remaining in the 

semester, it is important for students to use the information in their report cards to plan 

for success in their courses. 

 
Key Upcoming Dates: 

 Tuesday, December 7 - Dry Grad Committee Meeting 6:30 PM 

 Wednesday, December 15 - ACSS/BGMS Christmas Concert 

 Friday, December 17 - Last day of classes before winter break. 

 Tuesday, January 4 - First day of classes after winter break. 

 

Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter.  Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Mr. M. Palichuk 

Principal 

Aldergrove Community Secondary School 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
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Friday, December 3, 2021 

 

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s): 

 

ACSS will be supporting Aldergrove families (within our feeder school community) who could 

use our support and generosity! Beginning on Friday, Dec. 3rd we will have three decorated 

Giving Trees in the main foyer. One tree will represent a family in the Shortreed Elementary 

catchment, the second tree will represent a family in the Parkside Elementary catchment, 

and the third tree will represent the Langley Youth Hub (which also supports Aldergrove 

youth). On the trees, there will be labelled paper ornaments (each indicating an item of 

need). We are requesting that students, staff, and parents take an ornament/ornaments 

home and then replace the ornament(s) with the labelled item(s). Students would bring the 

item(s) to the main foyer and place them under the specific tree or in the labelled box for 

that family. 

 

Each tree has a colour theme that represents each family.  For example, if you take a white 

ornament from the white tree, please place the items under that tree or in the labelled box. 

 

If you wish to give a cash donation (that will be turned into gift cards), we will gladly accept 

these contributions in the office or through School Cash Online.  Click Here to donate online. 

Please note that all cash donations will be distributed equally among the two Aldergrove 

families. 

 

Please do not wrap your donation(s).  

 

We will be accepting donations until Monday, December 13th. 

 

We hope that you will support our goal to help make this winter break a bit brighter for some 

Aldergrove families and youth who could really use our help. 

 

We appreciate your support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The ACSS Admin Team, ACSS Staff, and ACSS Students 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/33268/111/False/True
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ACSS is Giving Back this Holiday Season 

 

This year students will find three giving trees in the lobby of the school. Each tree 

represents a different cause – we are gathering donations for the Langley Youth 

HUB and two local families in Aldergrove as well as 20 students who attend ACSS. 

The trees are decorated with stars listing items that we are collecting. 

Students can take a star from a tree and purchase the item listed, then bring back 

the unwrapped item and the star and place in the box under the tree that the star 

came from! 

Items need to be brought back to the school by December 13. 

Alternatively, you are welcome to donate via school cash online:  

https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/31791/111/False/True  

Happy Holiday Season 

 
 

 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/31791/111/False/True
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Online Totems Team store is open for Winter orders from November 29-

December 3. This is ACSS' one-stop-shop for all Totems Athletics gear, team wear, 

apparel, PHE gym strip, and much more. Orders shipped to the school will not be 

charged for additional shipping costs. Customers do have the option of home de-

livery, for an additional shipping charge.  

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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The cards were decorated by Ms. Courtney’s grade 9/10 Visual arts students. They 

will be distributed to seniors around the Langley community.   

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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The Pathway to Teacher Education scholarship is awarded to 20 outstanding high 

school graduates who have demonstrated a commitment to and aptitude for a 

career in K–12 teaching. 

Recipients receive a $5,000 scholarship voucher that they can use to be reimbursed 

by the Ministry of Education for tuition paid after they are attending an approved K

–12 teacher education program at one of BC’s nine Faculties of Education. 

For more details and to learn about what you need to apply go to: https://

www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/

provincial-scholarships/pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship
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The BC Excellence scholarship is awarded to 55 well-rounded high school graduates who have 

demonstrated service and leadership, both at school and in their communities, and who 

show aptitude for and commitment to their chosen career paths. 

 

Recipients receive a $5,000 scholarship voucher that they can use to be reimbursed by the Ministry 

of Education for tuition paid after they are attending a registered post-secondary institution. 

 

The school can nominate only one student to be considered for this award. If you would like to be 

the school’s nominee, please provide the following to Mrs. Luteijn no later than January 17th: 

 

1. A comprehensive resume - Include your most important work and volunteer experience     

(7 activities maximum) 

2. Additional accomplishments (250 words maximum) 

3. Two reference letters (one community-related, one school-related) – Please provide your 

referees with the reference letter instruction sheet from the website 

4. Written statement (500 words) 

 

To learn about the assessment criteria for the award visit the web page: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/bc-excellence-

scholarships 

Eligibility requirements for the BC Excellence Scholarship 

Students selected as conditional recipients of the BC Excellence scholarship must meet the following 

requirements by August 31 of their graduating year to be confirmed as a recipient and receive their 

scholarship voucher: 

 Meet basic eligibility requirements (refer to web page) 

 be eligible for a B.C. Certificate of Graduation (Dogwood Diploma); 

 fulfill the requirements of the B.C. Graduation Program 

 be graduating (between September 1 and August 31) during the same year the scholarship 

is awarded; and 

 have the following final marks 

 Minimum “B” average in grades 11 and 12 courses required for graduation 

 Minimum "B" (73% or above) in Language Arts 12 

 Minimum “B” average, no more than one "C+" (67% or above), and no marks lower than 

“C+” in courses that fulfill graduation requirements for Science 11 or 12, Math 11, and Social 

Studies 11 or 12 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/bc-excellence-scholarships
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/bc-excellence-scholarships
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/scholarships/provincial-scholarships/bc-excellence-scholarships
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ACSS CAREER CORNER

 

Wondering how to start a career conversation with a young person in your family?  

WorkBC.ca can help! WorkBC.ca is facilitating one-hour interactive webinars to 

help parents and guardians support youth as they explore career options. The virtu-

al events are designed for parents of grade 9-12 students to support career conver-

sations with their youth.  

Click on the date below you wish to register for.  

All sessions run from  

7:00pm-8:00pm  

December 9  

January 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I7_pyoAqR4KPuci4xGWq0Q
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YKmr5ErNRZW9WlKGgEu2_A
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ACSS CAREER CORNER 

 

Future Students Information Session: Computing Science and Software Systems 

Date: Wednesday, December 8th 

Time: 4:30-5:30pm 

RSVP: https://www.sfu.ca/fas/prospective-Students/events.html 

The zoom link will be sent to students upon registration.  

 

UFV’s GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES PROGRAM  

The University of the Fraser Valley’s Global Development Studies (GDS) program has 

moved into a newly-created School for Social Justice and Global Stewardship at 

the university.  

The GDS program will be hosting some special virtual lectures/speakers in Novem-

ber and December that high school students and teachers are welcome to attend.  

The details on the lectures/speakers and the links to join are listed below:  

GDS 260 – Gender and Global Development Special Lecture • Dec. 3rd: Afghani-

stan, Women, and Sports (GDS Alum Chelsea Novakowski will be presenting on her 

Masters degree research in Afghanistan) This session will be held from 8:30am-9:15 

am on Friday, Dec. 3. Please click here to join. 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfu.ca%2Ffas%2Fprospective-students%2Fevents.html&data=04%7C01%7Cagimpel%40sd35.bc.ca%7C069c889fe5f44b869ded08d997f87b00%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637707915746904514%7CUn
https://ca.bbcollab.com/collab/ui/session/guest/fbb6b112a33e40ff9b084b25d391f650
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 BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS OF SOUTH COAST 

BC Looking for a job? The Boys and Girls 

Club is offering a free five-day online train-

ing course to help you prepare for a job in 

customer service/retail sales or office ad-

min/clerical jobs.  

 

To book a spot or for more information con-

tact their office at 604-591-9262 ext. 117 or 

employmentprograms@bgcbc.ca  

Dates: December 20, 21, 22, 23, 24  

Time: 10am-4pm 

EMPLOYMENT WORKS 

Employment Works focuses 

on the soft skills needed to 

sustain employment. They 

work with neurodiverse indi-

viduals with barriers to em-

ployment, such as autism, 

mental health challenges 

and developmental delays. 

Employment Works offers employment pre-

paredness training and learning experienc-

es to help you build the skills you need to 

succeed in the workplace.  

This program runs online for 12 weeks, on  

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from  

10:00am – 12:30pm. 

Fall program has started but the Winter  

program will start  

January 11th and run until March 30th 

 

Requirements: 

• Participants are NOT presently on EI 

• Over the age of 15 years 

• Able to participate in reflective thinking and 

consider what they would like to work on to 

improve future jobs and careers. 

• Able to attend the 12-weeks of the program 

(both Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10-

12:30) 

To find out more information and/or register, 

contact Employment Works at: 

Website: www.employment-works.ca 

Phone: 604-207-1980 

Email: anjela@pacificautismfamily.com 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
mailto:employmentprograms@bgcbc.ca
file:///C:/Users/20304/OneDrive/Anya/Career%20Corner%20Newsletters/www.employment-works.ca
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Dear Sir/Madam, The Aldergrove Community Secondary School Dry Grad Committee 

is planning the Dry Grad event for the 2022 graduating class. Dry Grad events are held 

at many high schools throughout the province to provide a safe, substance free, 

chaperoned after-party for the graduating class.  

 

The ACSS Dry Grad committee is comprised of parents who are charged with organiz-

ing safe transportation to and from the dinner/dance and planning the Dry Grad 

event. When students finish the dinner/dance, they will be transported to the Dry Grad 

venue for a safe, all night party complete with great music, food, entertainment, activ-

ities, prizes and more!  

 

Our goal is to encourage all grads to attend this farewell party and to make this a fun, 

safe and memorable event. In order to make this year’s event successful, we are seek-

ing community support. Please consider whether your business/organization would be 

able to provide sponsorship, a cash donation or prize donations to use towards this 

special day. In return, the ACSS Dry Grad committee will ensure that your business/

organization will be recognized as a sponsor/donor at the Dry Grad event and in the 

community.  

 

We look forward to your support and thank you for your consideration. If you have any 

questions or would like to discuss this further, do not hesitate to contact parents of the 

ACSS Dry Grad committee via email acssdrygrad2022@gmail.com  

 

Sincerely,  

ACSS Dry Grad Committee  

 

 

GRAD 2022 
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Hey Grads and Families want to lower the cost of your Dry Grad  

Ticket?  Global Coffee Fundraising will help as you can earn $5.00 from every bag you 

sell.   

 

Purchase freshly roasted coffee at www.globalcoffeefundraising.ca/acss .   

To purchase offline please email acssdrygrad2022@gmail.com for an order form 

  

Orders to be received by: November 30, 2021 end of day 

Pick up – Wednesday December 8, 2021 

 

 

 

GRAD 2022 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalcoffeefundraising.ca%2Facss&data=04%7C01%7Ccbeach%40sd35.bc.ca%7C16c6e3cb045f4026a7e008d9a96df7f0%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C1%7C637727112049066671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
mailto:acssdrygrad2022@gmail.com
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Order pick up will be December 8 between 4:30pm - 5:15pm in front of Adergrove  

Senior Secondary School. 
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Fuel and Travel Restrictions Update 

 

The District is sharing an update with the community regarding 

the announcement made on November 22, 2021 outlining measures to support 

the province’s fuel and travel restrictions. In alignment with  

the province, the District will extend these measures until December 14, 2021. The 

District is encouraging our students and families to walk, ride a bike, carpool, 

use transit or alternate modes of transportation in support of the province’s 

efforts. We appreciate your cooperation during these challenging times. 

 

 

 

 

Student Safety Around Schools  

 

With the days growing shorter and the heavy rain, fog, and frost, we are sharing a 

reminder to all our students to take extra precaution when walking to and from 

school. Please be aware of your surroundings, walk with someone whenever  

possible, and avoid wearing headphones. We also ask drivers in our school  

community to be vigilant on our roads. We encourage families to speak with their 

children about what they can do to stay healthy and safe. Student safety is our  

priority. Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/view/letter-to-parents-guardians-fuel-and-travel-restrictions/
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Information About School Status  

During Inclement Weather 

 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School 

District. So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools during 

periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via comput-

er or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed on 

all school websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter 

@LangleySchools and Facebook at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If 

you don't have internet connectivity but your phone is working, call a relative or 

friend in an area that has not been affected by the storm and ask them to check 

the district website for you. Local radio stations are also informed of school status 

in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 

107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision 

to close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As 

always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on 

safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to 

travel to or attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home 

and report an absence to the school. 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
http://www.sd35.bc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
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Breakfast Club 

 

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:15-8:40 daily  

Thank you to all of our partners, staff and students for their continued support. A 

huge thank you to Langley Sources for their weekly baked goods, breads, cheese 

and extras. Langley School Foundation also supports with yogurt, apple sauce and 

eggs. Also a thank you to the Township of Langley Firefighters Charitable Society for 

a supply of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The Breakfast Club Team.  

 
Breakfast Club Donations 

Did you know that ACSS Breakfast Club operates every day and is open to every-

one who would like some! The program is run on funding from Breakfast Club of 

Canada and donations from the community. If you would like to contribute to the 

program, you can do so via School Cash Online. 

https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/31506/111/False/True 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/31506/111/False/True
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Contact Tracing Information 

Schools in the District are continuing to assist the Fraser Health Authority in contact trac-

ing and case management. We appreciate the ongoing cooperation from parents/

guardians in this process. To help support our families, we are sharing resources from 

the BC Centre for Disease Control which outline the contact tracing process in schools. 

You can view the Contact Tracing Infographic here and Contact Tracing in Schools re-

source here.  
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New Daily Health Check Form – Digital and Print Version 

 

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an 
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To bet-
ter assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12 
Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
healthcheck 
  

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health 
Checker. 
  

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here. 
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