
ACSS Totem Times  

Dream, Believe, Achieve 

 

Instagram: @acss.totems         Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School         Twitter: @ACSSTotems      

December 10, 2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear ACSS students and families, 

 

With one more week of school in 2021, we here at ACSS would like to wish all our 

students, families, and community members a warm and friendly final week before 

Christmas.  We know and understand that the stresses of the winter holidays can 

be overwhelming at times, so we want to encourage all in our community to not 

only have a restful, peaceful final week at school but also to continue with this 

mindset into the final couple of weeks of December, and 2021.  Get ready, 2022, 

here we come, rested and ready to go! 

 

The all-star ACSS Student Council has been busy planning daily events for the final 

week of school.  The grand finale will see a pancake breakfast on Friday!  Also, we 

will gather all students for an afternoon assembly on Friday in the large gym, just to 

do some collective reflection. 

 

Please find more information about these events, as well as other school  

happenings in this week’s newsletter.  Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter.  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Mr. M. Palichuk 

Principal 

Aldergrove Community Secondary School 
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The ACSS Action Plan for Learning 

 

Goal:  To continue honouring the Totem name by sharing the positive history of 

   ourselves as Totems. 

One of our school goals is to honour our Totem name and history through the  

telling and retelling of the story of Ellen Neel’s gifting of her carved Totem to the 

school.  On the Totem there are six animals (Beaver, Frog, Owl, Bear, Salmon,  

Thunderbird) that each represent strong character traits that we all aspire to  

attain.  At ACSS, our Totem and the animals of our Totem, anchor our culture,  

provide direction for our school, and epitomize the values and attributes we want 

for our students and school community. 

 

 

Mr. Fox, Mr. Bryce, and Mr. Robinson from the Aldergrove Rotary Club helping out, 

as they do every Thursday, preparing donations of food for the Starfish Backpack 

Program with Ms. Wight and our Hairstyling students. 
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Behind the scenes in the operation of our stellar new scoreboards/multimedia 

screens. 
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Ms. Weir and Ms. Gimpel getting excellent hair service from our Hairstyling students. 
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School Messenger Text Message Alerts 

 

The District and schools use SchoolMessenger to communicate with families. 

It is a notification service for parental outreach, emergency broadcasts, 

school information, student attendance alerts, secure file delivery, and other 

communications for education. If your family’s contact information is up to 

date in MyEDBC you will automatically receive emails. If you want to take 

advantage of the text message notification service (optional), please follow 

the instructions here. An infographic about the tool is here. 

  

 

 

 

 

Key Upcoming Dates: 

 

 Wednesday, December 15 - ACSS/BGMS Christmas Concert 

 Friday, December 17 - Last day of classes before winter break  

  (Assembly 1:00 PM) 

 Tuesday, January 4 - First day of classes after winter break 

 January 11 - Grade 9 Immunizations 

 April 5  - Grade 10 Immunizations 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/SMS_Text_Opt-In_Instructions_English_French.pdf
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/SchoolMessengerInfographicJan2021.pdf
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Our ACSS community continues to bring in items supporting two families in from our elementary 

feeder schools and the Langley/Aldergrove Youth Hub.  We will continue to collect items until 

Tuesday, Dec. 14th.  We also are accepting cash donations that will be turned into gift cards for 

the two families.  You may donate directly at the office or through School Cash Online.  Click 

Here to donate online  

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/33268/111/False/True
https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/33268/111/False/True
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How do I apply for this training 

program? 
• View the program webpage for Motion 
Picture Training programs at 
www.nic.bc.ca/trades 

 Click on the yellow APPLY Now button in 

the top right corner 

•  Complete your application online. 

•  Within a week of submitting your online 

application you will be contacted to 

 participate in an eligibility interview. 

•  Upon completion of the interview, appli-

cants will be advised by mid-December 

on whether they have been accepted 

into the program 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
http://www.nic.bc.ca/trades
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Dear Sir/Madam, The Aldergrove Community Secondary School Dry Grad Committee 

is planning the Dry Grad event for the 2022 graduating class. Dry Grad events are held 

at many high schools throughout the province to provide a safe, substance free, 

chaperoned after-party for the graduating class.  

 

The ACSS Dry Grad committee is comprised of parents who are charged with organiz-

ing safe transportation to and from the dinner/dance and planning the Dry Grad 

event. When students finish the dinner/dance, they will be transported to the Dry Grad 

venue for a safe, all night party complete with great music, food, entertainment, activ-

ities, prizes and more!  

 

Our goal is to encourage all grads to attend this farewell party and to make this a fun, 

safe and memorable event. In order to make this year’s event successful, we are seek-

ing community support. Please consider whether your business/organization would be 

able to provide sponsorship, a cash donation or prize donations to use towards this 

special day. In return, the ACSS Dry Grad committee will ensure that your business/

organization will be recognized as a sponsor/donor at the Dry Grad event and in the 

community.  

 

We look forward to your support and thank you for your consideration. If you have any 

questions or would like to discuss this further, do not hesitate to contact parents of the 

ACSS Dry Grad committee via email acssdrygrad2022@gmail.com  

 

Sincerely,  

ACSS Dry Grad Committee  
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Fuel and Travel Restrictions Update 

 

The District is sharing an update with the community regarding 

the announcement made on November 22, 2021 outlining measures to support 

the province’s fuel and travel restrictions. In alignment with  

the province, the District will extend these measures until December 14, 2021. The 

District is encouraging our students and families to walk, ride a bike, carpool, 

use transit or alternate modes of transportation in support of the province’s 

efforts. We appreciate your cooperation during these challenging times. 

 

 

 

 

Student Safety Around Schools  

 

With the days growing shorter and the heavy rain, fog, and frost, we are sharing a 

reminder to all our students to take extra precaution when walking to and from 

school. Please be aware of your surroundings, walk with someone whenever  

possible, and avoid wearing headphones. We also ask drivers in our school  

community to be vigilant on our roads. We encourage families to speak with their 

children about what they can do to stay healthy and safe. Student safety is our  

priority. Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/view/letter-to-parents-guardians-fuel-and-travel-restrictions/
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Information About School Status  

During Inclement Weather 

 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School 

District. So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools during 

periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via comput-

er or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed on 

all school websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter 

@LangleySchools and Facebook at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If 

you don't have internet connectivity but your phone is working, call a relative or 

friend in an area that has not been affected by the storm and ask them to check 

the district website for you. Local radio stations are also informed of school status 

in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 

107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision 

to close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As 

always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on 

safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to 

travel to or attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home 

and report an absence to the school. 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
http://www.sd35.bc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
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Breakfast Club 

 

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:15-8:40 daily  

Thank you to all of our partners, staff and students for their continued support. A 

huge thank you to Langley Sources for their weekly baked goods, breads, cheese 

and extras. Langley School Foundation also supports with yogurt, apple sauce and 

eggs. Also a thank you to the Township of Langley Firefighters Charitable Society for 

a supply of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The Breakfast Club Team.  

 
Breakfast Club Donations 

Did you know that ACSS Breakfast Club operates every day and is open to every-

one who would like some! The program is run on funding from Breakfast Club of 

Canada and donations from the community. If you would like to contribute to the 

program, you can do so via School Cash Online. 

https://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/31506/111/False/True 
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Contact Tracing Information 

Schools in the District are continuing to assist the Fraser Health Authority in contact trac-

ing and case management. We appreciate the ongoing cooperation from parents/

guardians in this process. To help support our families, we are sharing resources from 

the BC Centre for Disease Control which outline the contact tracing process in schools. 

You can view the Contact Tracing Infographic here and Contact Tracing in Schools re-

source here.  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/10/Contact_Tracing.pdf
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/10/Contact_tracing_schools_2021.pdf
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New Daily Health Check Form – Digital and Print Version 

 

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an 
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To bet-
ter assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12 
Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
healthcheck 
  

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health 
Checker. 
  

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here. 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/ministry-updates-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/back-to-school-2020/
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