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Good afternoon students and families of ACSS, 

 

With June upon us comes the excitement of year-end activities such as the graduation ceremo-

ny, scholarship presentations, awards and recognition, farewells and welcomes to staff and stu-

dents, and much more!   This year we have the added challenge of teaching and learning in 

our Quarter 4 classes right up until Friday, June 25th.  To understand more about the Graduation 

Ceremony at ACSS for 2021, please know that: 

 

The ceremony will occur on Wednesday, June 23rd. 

The ceremony will be held throughout the day with each Grad having a set time to ceremoni-

ously “cross the stage” in a revered ACSS grad gown to receive their diploma and experience 

the honourable transfer of the tassel on the grad cap. 

Each Grad will be allowed to have up to 4 adults with them near the stage to watch the cere-

mony.  Children under the age of 12 will also be allowed to be there. 

The entire ceremony will be recorded by a professional videographer. 

The complete video will be sent to Grads and their families via email. 

 

Please see the detailed information regarding this year’s Grad Ceremony in Ms. Caines’s weekly 

Grad update in the newsletter. If you have any other questions regarding Grad 2021 at ACSS, 

please contact me (mpalichuk@sd35.bc.ca)  

 

Thank you.  And thank you for reading this week’s edition of our school newsletter. 

 

Key Upcoming Dates: 

 

Monday, June 14 – PAC Meeting (7:00 PM) 

June 14 – 16:  Provincial Literacy and Numeracy Assessment Week 

Monday, June 21:  National Indigenous Peoples Day 

Tuesday, June 22:  Career Life Connections Capstone Presentations 

Wednesday, June 23:  ACSS Grad 2021 Ceremony 

Friday, June 25:  Final Day of Classes In Quarter 4 

Tuesday, June 29:  Final Report Cards Issued 

 

 

Mr. M. Palichuk 

Principal 

Aldergrove Community Secondary School 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
mailto:mpalichuk@sd35.bc.ca
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Grad Fees have now been added to School Cash Online. Just a gentle reminder that 

these fees and all other outstanding REQUIRED fees need to be paid in order for your 

child to collect their Grad Gown. Yearbooks and Final report cards will also be held un-

til all outstanding fees are paid. If you have any questions or need to make alternate 

arrangements please contact Ms. Bezanson in the office. 

ACSS Totems Face Masks For Sale 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday June 11th - Grad Gown/Ticket Pick Up After School  

June 14-16 - Provincial Literacy & Numeracy Assessments  

Monday June 21st - National Indigenous Peoples Day 

Wednesday June 23rd - ACSS Grad 2021 Ceremony 

Friday June 25th - Last Day of Quarter 4 

Tuesday June 29th - Quarter 4 Report Cards Issued 

http://www.acsstotems.ca


  ACSS Totem Times  

 Dream, Believe, Achieve 

    

Instagram: @acss.totems         Facebook: Aldergrove Community Secondary School         Twitter: @ACSSTotems      

June 4th,  2021  

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information. 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PHE Students 

Don’t forget you can purchase PHE Strip on your school cash online  

account! Shirts and Shorts are $10 each or both for $20. They are great quality 

and a great way to represent your school! If you have any questions please 

email Ms. Bezanson at mbezanson@sd35.bc.ca 
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GRAD GOSSIP 
GRAD CEREMONY  

Grad Ceremonies will be filmed 
June 23rd between 9am and 

4pm. We will have a more de-
finitive time for grads to show 
up in their alpha-cohort with 

their four (4) ticketed guests in 
the upcoming newsletter.  

  

GRAD FEES  

Grad fees have been applied to all grad accounts and this year are set at $50. These fees cover 

a portion of the regalia (gown, hat, stole, tassel), the composite, certificates, diploma folders, 

videographers, and other related grad expenses. All fees, including Youth Train in Trades fees for 

the 2020-2021 school year, athletics fees, annual student fees, lost or damaged textbook fees 

must be paid before students can receive their graduation regalia (and yearbooks at the end of 

the year.) If fees are a problem for you or your family, please contact an administrator at the of-

fice. 

GRAD GOWN PICKUP  

Grad gowns will be handed out from the courtyard (if the weather is good) on Friday June 11 th. 

This will give graduates a chance to hang up their gowns (they may need some ironing) and 

take photos prior to the graduation ceremony. ALL STUDENT FEES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO GRAD 

GOWN HANDOUT.  

 

Grads: Please proceed to the courtyard at 2:10pm on Friday June 11th. There you will pick up 

your gown, your four (4) ceremony tickets, a small grad gift, and some ice cream. If you are re-

ceiving a scholarship, you will be notified at that time. 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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Transportation Registration  

 
A friendly reminder from the District, Friday June 18th is the last day for transportation 

registration under our regular phase. If you have not registered your child, please do so 

as soon as possible. For information on how to register read more on our District 

webpage here.  

Census 2021 

 

You may or may not know that the 2021 Census is underway. It has been a challenging 

year for families, and the census might seem like another thing on everyone’s busy to-

do list. The District is assisting our Stats Canada partner in communicating this infor-

mation and encouraging families to complete their census. Census data helps govern-

ments at all levels plan for schools, transportation, community centres, libraries and rec-

reational activities. Data from the 2021 Census will be even more crucial, because it will 

help to evaluate the impact of the pandemic and to better plan for the future. You 

can quickly and easily complete your census questionnaire at www.census.gc.ca using 

the access code you received in the mail. If you need assistance or would like to have 

a paper (or alternate format) questionnaire, please call the Census Help Line at 1-855-

340-2021. Thank you for doing your part to help plan for a better future for all Canadi-

ans. 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/schools/transportation/transportation-registration/
http://www.census.gc.ca
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Provincial Numeracy and Literacy Assessments in June 

 

Who is registered to write one or both of these assessments? 

 

Students who are currently taking an English 10 or a Math 10 course in Quarter 4, and  

Any Gr. 11/12 students who receive a personal "Teams" invite from Ms. Clapton (Vice-

Principal). Parents of these Gr. 11/12 students will also receive a message via School 

Messenger. 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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Carpentry Projects for Sale 

 
Our Carpentry Program students have been busy creating some wonderful items that 

they are now selling. Please see below for items, it is a great opportunity to support 

some budding carpentry students. If you are wanting to purchase you may contact 

Andy Gaumont  at AGaumont@sd35.bc.ca 

 

 
ITEM #1:    Sawhorses 

Sold in pairs only, for $50 a pair. 

Super heavy duty, strong and stable. Made with 2x4's and 2x6's. 

    
 

 
 

ITEM #3:    Dog houses  

Approx. dimensions: 4' wide x 5' long x 3'-6" tall 

Cost is $150 each    

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEM #2:    Wishing wells 

Approx. dimensions: 30" wide x 60" height. 

These wishing wells are built to last using all pressure treated wood 

in the base along with fiber-cement siding. False bottoms are in-

stalled to hold potted plants in the base. 

Cost is $175 each    

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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2021 Summer Reading Club 
 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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Summer Session Registration 
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Breakfast Club 

Grab and Go Breakfast Club 8:20-9:00 daily. Thank you to all of our partners, 

staff and students for their continued support. A huge thank you to Langley 

Sources for their weekly baked goods, breads, cheese and extras. Langley 

School Foundation also supports with yogurt, apple sauce and eggs. Also a 

thank you to the Township of Langley Firefighters Charitable Society for a supply 

of granola bars. Sincerely yours; The Breakfast Club Team.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School 

District. So, where do you go to get information about the status of schools dur-

ing periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via com-

puter or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be ac-

cessed on all school websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to 

Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook at www.facebook.com/

langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity but your phone is 

working, call a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by the 

storm and ask them to check the district website for you. Local radio stations are 

also informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, CKNW 

980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision 

to close is required. Decisions on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As 

always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to school based on 

safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to 

travel to or attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home 

and report an absence to the school. 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
http://www.sd35.bc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict
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Please See Below for a message regarding COVID cases from our Principal 

Hello everyone, 

  
As you are aware, our school has received a number of notifications from Fraser Health due to COVID 
cases in our community. We understand that when multiple cases are reported, people in our community 
may wonder about the possible connection between cases.  Through our work with Fraser Health, we 
assist in tracing the contacts in each case and do our best to determine whether or not the case is isolat-
ed or connected to previous cases in the school or community.  Although we have received an influx of 
notifications recently, the data given to us by Fraser Health does not show widespread connectedness 

between cases. 

 
Given the number of cases in our community, though, we are connecting further with Fraser Health to 
see if there is anything else we as a school can be doing to help reduce infections, either in the school 

or the community. 

 
At the school we continue to maintain protocols of mask-wearing, physical distancing, handwashing and 
sanitizing. Our custodians have been doing an outstanding job cleaning all areas in the school, including 
the diligent cleaning, disinfecting and misting of all frequently touched surfaces.  While we continue to 
regularly remind students and staff to follow our school health protocols, we will be increasing our 
schoolwide announcements emphasizing the need for all of us to be wary of COVID transmission both in 

the school and in the community. 

 

Understandably, this has been a challenging year for all of us in schools.  We would like you to know 
that we truly appreciate all of your support and understanding.  We believe and know that together we 

can overcome these challenges.   

 
Thank you, and please do remind your children to follow safe protocols of masking, physical distancing 

and hand-cleaning wherever they are.  

Stay safe, 

Mr. M. Palichuk 

Principal 

Aldergrove Community Secondary School & Advance 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
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New Daily Health Check Form – Digital and Print Version 

 

Thank you for continuing to conduct a daily health check with your child. It is an 
important measure to help keep our school community healthy and safe. To 
better assist families, the Ministry of Education has developed an online K to 12 
Health Check which can be found here: https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
healthcheck 
  

A mobile phone app version can also be downloaded, called K to 12 Health 
Checker. 
  

Print versions are available in multiple languages on our District website here. 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/ministry-updates-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/back-to-school-2020/
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Enhanced Safety Measures for K-12 Schools 

The District appreciates all the hard work from students, staff, and families in helping keep 
our community safe. We continue to work closely with the Ministry of Education and Provin-
cial Health Office. This week the province announced changes to COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines for schools. Mask requirements for middle and secondary school students and K-12 
staff have been amended. Guidelines have also been strengthened for physical education and 
music classes. 

  

It is important to note, our schools will need some time to implement these new changes; all 
changes will be in effect as of February 26, 2021. Your continued patience and support are ap-
preciated. If you have any questions, please contact the school. 

  

Please read below and full details found in the province’s news release located on the District 
website here.  

  

Changes to Mask Wearing 

All middle and secondary students and K-12 staff will now be required to wear non-medical 
masks in all indoor areas, including when they are with their learning groups. The only excep-
tions are when: 

•    sitting or standing at their seat or workstation in a classroom; 

•    there is a barrier in place; or 

•    they are eating or drinking. 

  

For elementary students, wearing masks indoors remain a personal choice. 

  

It is important to note, as advised by the province, these changes above do not apply to grade 
6 and 7 students attending an elementary school.  

  

Changes to Physical Education and Music Classes 

High-intensity physical activities are to be held outside as much as possible. Shared equipment 
or items, such as weight machines, treadmills or musical instruments, can be used only if they 
are cleaned between use, according to strict school sanitization guidelines. Students using 
equipment or playing instruments should also be spaced at least two metres apart and masks 
are to be used when singing. 

  

 

 

http://www.acsstotems.ca
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/02/2021EDUC0011-000201-February-4.pdf
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V O L U M E  2 , I S S U E  9 ( 2 0 2 1 ) 

 

CAREER ED NEWS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy the summer! 
 

 
 

 

 

     

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 2021 
 

YOUTH TRAIN IN TRADES 
 
Program interviews have been completed for Carpentry, Electrical, Hairstylist, Horticulture, 
Piping/Plumbing and Professional Cook 1.  Auto interviews are taking place this month.  Students 
who have not yet heard back regarding their interview results can expect to hear back over the 
next few weeks.   
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 



 

 
 

Follow us @SD35CareerEd or visit us at 
careered.sd35.bc.ca 

SD35 CAREER & HIRING EVENT 
Join us for an exclusive SD35 event, in partnership with WorkBC Langley, with paid employment 
programs and hiring fair for students in grades 11 & 12!  Breakout rooms (including one room 
dedicated to youth with diverse abilities) with employment and free training opportunities will be 
presented to students in Langley.  Register here to secure your virtual seat now! 

Confirmed Employers:   

• Amazon  
• TNT Marketplace 
• Employment Specialist 
• Salvation Army 
• Vancouver Zoo 
• Coast Spas 
• Willowbrook Shopping Centre (hiring 

tips) 

• FT Synthetics 
• Stuyver’s Bread 
• Fedex 
• Cloverdale Cold Storage 
• London Drugs 
• JD-SWEID FOODS 

Confirmed Employment Programs: 

• SEEDS 
• Inclusion Langley 
• Employment Now 
• Skills to Success 
• YMCA Bootcamp 
• Intercultural Mindset for 

Youngpreneurs 

• Trade Builders Training for Youth 
• Diverse Abilities 
• Barista’s Training Program 

(Starbucks) 
• Careers in the Film Industry 
• NPower Canada 

 

Date/Time: June 2, from 12:00pm – 3:00pm 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/sd35-student-career-hiring-event-tickets-153041961627


 

 
 

Follow us @SD35CareerEd or visit us at 
careered.sd35.bc.ca 

AVIATION – CAREER SPOTLIGHT SESSION 
Learn about the different careers in the Aviation Industry!  Presenters include a Pilot, an 
Entrepreneur, and an Aircraft Maintenance Engineer.  Listen to these speakers as they talk about 
their occupation/role as well as their career journeys.  Dave Thomas, instructor at LEC, will also 
share information about the Aviation course offered at Langley Education Centre.  There will be 
a Q & A period after each speaker.  This virtual session will take place on Zoom and is open to 
students, parents and staff. 
  
 Date/Time:  June 9, 3:00pm-4:30pm 
 
Registration is required – please visit careered.sd35.bc.ca/ css to sign up! 
 

 

https://careered.sd35.bc.ca/opportunities/career-spotlight-sessions/


 

 
 

Follow us @SD35CareerEd or visit us at 
careered.sd35.bc.ca 

YOUTH MEAN BUSINESS – FREE 12-WEEK YOUTH ENTREPRENEUR 
WORKSHOP 

 
Are you interested in becoming an entrepreneur?  Have you got a great business idea?  The 
YMCA is here to support your entrepreneurship goals!  Youth Mean Business is a free, 12-week 
online program for those ages 15 to 29 who want to launch their own business. Participants will 
benefit from workshops on business planning and execution, one-on-one coaching, guest 
speakers, some financial support for business start-up, and much more!  Now accepting 
applications for their free online program that begins June 14, 2021.  Spots are limited so sign 
up for an information session today!    
     
 PROGRAM INCLUDES:   

• 12-week interactive online sessions    
• One-on-one support with a dedicated 

Business Advisor   
• Assistance in creating your own 

business plan   

• Marketing and Sales Tips   
• Guest Speakers   
• Options for financial support   

  
 PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS/ELIGIBILITY:  

• A Canadian citizen, permanent resident, or protected person legally entitled to work in 
Canada    

• Living in BC; specifically, Lower mainland and Sea to Sky region    
• Unemployed or Precariously Employed (less than 20 hours per week)     
• Between the ages of 15 and 29    

   
Register for the info session by clicking the link below:  
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ymca-youth-mean-business-free-12-week-program-tickets-
154474542515 
 

  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ca%2Fe%2Fymca-youth-mean-business-free-12-week-program-tickets-154474542515&data=04%7C01%7CGMcSherry%40sd35.bc.ca%7C57858c146cc448fb246c08d91a3a37cd%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637569660221548068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I253DSiwLbQu05EyqwscazWVecOdks1M7Wf1S6RH4uY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ca%2Fe%2Fymca-youth-mean-business-free-12-week-program-tickets-154474542515&data=04%7C01%7CGMcSherry%40sd35.bc.ca%7C57858c146cc448fb246c08d91a3a37cd%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637569660221548068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I253DSiwLbQu05EyqwscazWVecOdks1M7Wf1S6RH4uY%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

Follow us @SD35CareerEd or visit us at 
careered.sd35.bc.ca 

SKILLS CANADA VIRTUAL NATIONAL COMPETITION 
 
Attend this virtual competition to: 

• Learn about the career opportunities within the skilled trades 
• View highlight videos of competitors from across Canada as they strive for medal 

placement 
• Engage with industry and education representatives 
• Attend interactive sessions and demonstrations 
• Meet Skills Canada’s 13 provincial and territorial Member Organizations 
• Learn about the importance of the 9 Essential Skills 
• Various prize packs for schools and attendees! 

 
There are fantastic prizes to be won and an early bird prize for registering classes or individual 
registration prior to June 1.  Students can register here for FREE and participate from home 
even if not in class. Registration is now open. 
 

Date/Time:  June 15, 2021, 5:30am - 1:30pm PST 
    Closing Ceremony – 3:00pm PST 
 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fop379.keap-link001.com%2Fapi%2Fv1%2Fclick%2F6372740808704000%2F5697974655778816&data=04%7C01%7Cgkozlovic%40sd35.bc.ca%7C63aa1055887648a26ad408d919977d84%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637568960698051536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Rj%2BYO4%2BuNYafD2GGiR5tMm9UDa%2Fb54bjFHzPFWLVfO8%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

Follow us @SD35CareerEd or visit us at 
careered.sd35.bc.ca 

LET’S TALK ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM 
Are you interested in learning how scientists are making plants more resistant to the effects of 
climate change? Are you curious about the fuss surrounding GMOs? Do you want to understand 
how the green revolution is making a more sustainable future? If the answer is yes to any of 
these questions, then come join the Let's Talk Environmental Sustainability Virtual Symposium 
hosted by Let's Talk Science UBC on June 16th from 1:00-3:00 pm!  
 
They have also partnered with scientists from the Plant Response To Eliminate Critical Threats 
(PRoTECT) program, who will be leading a career panel, biology-inspired trivia game show, and 
take-home challenge. There will be opportunities for prizes to be won!  Individual students and 
full classrooms are welcome to join.  

 
Date/Time: June 16, from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
 

Click here to register!   
 
 
 

 

 
  

https://letstalkscience-parlonssciences-ca.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AVMf93PCS4uzHK-QcqVeNw
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SOAR ENTREPRENEURSHIP – SUMMER INNOVATION CAMP 
    
The SOAR Summer Innovation Camp is an interactive virtual program designed to immerse 
students entering Grades 7-12 in the world of entrepreneurship and innovation through project-
based learning challenges. Camp participants will have the opportunity to engage in live 
workshops, take part in design challenges, learn from diverse entrepreneur guest 
speakers/mentors, and collaborate with like minded peers to create their own ventures. This 
year's camp program will be offered in two 4-week sessions for students (July 5th-30th; August 
3rd-27th).  
  
Further information about this year's program is available at soaredu.ca/soar-summer-programs. 
Although there is a fee involved in the camp, they do have financial assistance options to ensure 
greater equity for all interested in participating.  
 
  

  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsoaredu.ca%2Fsoar-summer-programs&data=04%7C01%7CRMadray%40sd35.bc.ca%7C9afd687c92f645a5ff1808d9140a1fc5%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C1%7C637562855978695448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=TNl%2B4l66%2FgiEAO0WVS1hejZi6B%2FdETNGyUCke08nOvY%3D&reserved=0
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ELMER HELM YOUTH FUND  
  
Each year, the Alexandra Foundation for Neighbourhood Houses provides financial assistance to 
deserving students who wish to pursue post-secondary training in the artistic, academic or 
technical field.  Up to eight Elmer Helm Youth Fund awards may be presented, of which a 
minimum of four will go to new recipients, while up to four may be given to prior recipients who 
are continuing their undergraduate studies.  Each recipient will receive $1,500.00 in two 
payments of $750.00 in early August and January.  To be eligible for this award, students must 
demonstrate they are planning to pursue studies in a certificate or degree program at the 
college or university level, and must be significantly involved in their community in a volunteer 
capacity.   
    
This fund is to assist youth who may not have the financial means to participate in achieving 
their goal of post-secondary education. Students who receive this award are eligible for funding 
for up to 4 years. The fund is open to young people under the age of 25 years old. This fund is 
not a primarily academic competition. Of equal importance to academic success is contribution 
to the community exemplifying the Neighbourhood House ideal of community service and 
strengthening communities.  
  
Application Procedure: 
  
The following information should be mailed to The Alexandra Foundation for Neighbourhood 
Houses at 203-3102 Main Street, Vancouver BC V5T 3G7 (Attention: Carly Geistlinger) or via 
email to central@anhbc.org: 
  

1. A letter from the candidate outlining personal and career goals, and an explanation of 
why the candidate believes he or she should be selected for the award. 

2. Three letters of reference from members of the community or from school. 
3. Documentation regarding academic standing and other accomplishments (i.e. transcripts). 
4. Contact information (Name, Phone number, address, and Email Address). 

  
The deadline for all applications is Wednesday, June 30, 2021. All applications must be received 
by 5:00pm on this date. 
 
For more information, please visit  www.alexandrafoundation.org 
 
 

 
  

mailto:central@anhbc.org
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alexandrafoundation.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CRMadray%40sd35.bc.ca%7C03bd5bc134234de2ac6e08d913e16c46%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C1%7C637562681170954276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=YWLEtnfhBk92uC8Zeu5R2u36iS8wHK7KDSFh%2FhubC6I%3D&reserved=0
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MEET SAM TSAI: CERTIFIED RED SEAL PLUMBER, GASFITTER 
APPRENTICE, & AVID MARATHON RUNNER* 

Sam first heard about the skilled trades from an individual he now recognizes as his mentor and 
sponsor, nicknamed “Boss Man”. From there, he fell in love with the specialized side of plumbing 
and gasfitting.  “The everyday troubleshooting, problem-solving, and ever alternating jobs made 
the 5 years it took to get certified at age 20 feel like just a couple of amazing summers. I love 
being able to serve each customer in a unique way catered to their needs as I inspect and repair 
issues daily.” 

As a participant of the Youth WORK in Trades program, Sam had a great head start in 
completing his apprenticeship and obtaining his Red Seal at a young age.  The problem-solving 
part of his job is what he loves most about his career in the skilled trades. Sam also recognizes 
the importance of building good relationships and enjoys explaining exactly what and why things 
need to be done to customers during the process. “I love watching and learning from other 
trades professionals, and most of all I simply love to serve.” 

Sam is most proud of his relationships: his family who raised him, his community who mentored 
him, the teachers who instructed him, and the friends who supported him along the way. He 
says that he would not be where he was today as a Plumber and Gasfitter apprentice at age 20 
without the support of all those around him.  In 10 years, Sam sees himself owning his own 
company, embodying the core values and providing top-tier customer service skills that he was 
taught as a young apprentice. He strives to be a role model that treats others well. 

In his spare time, Sam enjoys cooking for friends and playing volleyball with his brothers while 
chatting late into the night. He also loves to run and trains for marathons during the hours 
before and after work. 

When asked what advice he would give to those who are considering a career in the trades, he 
encourages folks to just try it out.  “Even if you don't decide to pursue that trade two years 
down the road, it still looks great on a resume and the price of trade school will never be 
beaten. The skilled trades are always a valuable career, and it never hurts to make yourself 
valuable as an employee.” 

 See your 
Career Advisor 
today for more 

info on the 
Youth WORK in 

Trades 
Program! 

 

*from ITA Youth – Monthly Feature Article 
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MENTORSHIP CONFERENCE – EMPOWERED BLACK GIRL 
 
Black Women Connect Vancouver (BWCV) has served Black Women in Vancouver and the lower 
mainland area for over 3 years. They are offering this mentorship conference in June for Black 
girls in BC.  The program will provide a platform for Black girls to interact and have empowering 
discussions with leading Black women from the private and public sectors in BC.  Please visit 
their website and YouTube page for more information:   
 
 https://www.empoweredblackgirl.com/ 
   

https://youtu.be/OOvc0ZymxAw 
 
 
 
 

   

  

https://www.empoweredblackgirl.com/
https://youtu.be/OOvc0ZymxAw
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UFV CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 

Please see flyer below for information on programs with availability in the fall at UFV Continuing 
Education! 
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WAVE BOARD – SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES 
Similar to sites like Indeed.com and Monster.com, the WAVE Board is where we will post 
placement opportunities for students across the district to apply for.  We have some new 
opportunities available that run over the summer break.  Check them out at: 
 
careered.sd35.bc.ca -> Students -> WAVE Documents and Forms.   
 
 

 
2021 NELSON SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM – 2 AWARDS FOR $10, 000 

EACH! 
 
The Nelson Scholarship Program recognizes Grade 12 students for their work in the classroom 
and in their communities.  Recipients of the award are young leaders of tomorrow, combining a 
commitment to community stewardship with academic achievement.  There are two incredible 
opportunities for students – the Civic Leadership Scholarship and the Indigenous Student 
Scholarship.  To learn more about this scholarship program and how to apply, click here.   
 
Deadline to apply is June 30, 2021! 

http://careered.sd35.bc.ca/
https://www.nelson.com/scholarship/?utm_source=Email&utm_campaign=Scholarship21&mc_cid=1856ec8ff1&mc_eid=7890989e6c

