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Upcoming Calendar Events 

Friday, Dec. 18  Last Day Prior to Winter Break 

    Mid-Quarter 2 Report Cards Published 

Dec. 19-Jan. 4, 2021  Winter Break 

Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021 School Reopens 

Dear Students and Families: 

As we enter into December, we are approaching both the Winter Break as well as the midpoint of the second quarter. I       
recognize the angst that exists right now for some folks which has come with the second wave of COVID cases throughout the 
province, and particularly within the Fraser Health region. As you have heard from me on several occasions throughout the 
year, our school is a safe place. Our students and staff have done a fantastic job of following and adhering to the procedures 
and protocols that we have in place to minimize risk and keep each other safe. 

One of the issues that is surfacing right now is that some students and families are choosing to stay home for a period of time. 
While we certainly appreciate the right for families to make these kinds of decisions, it can result in some challenges with    
respect to students being successful in their courses. As a school, our goal is to work with students and families, as best we 
can to provide as many opportunities as possible for students to be successful.  We recognize that every situation is different 
and I am thankful to the staff and families who have been engaging in conversations to make the best decisions possible for          
students. At this point, I thought it would be helpful to review some of the information that might help families make the best 
decisions for their children and their education: 

For all short term absences, regardless of our COVID – 19 environment: 

 As a school, we know that the best learning happens when students are in class and are engaging in learning activities with 
their teachers and their peers. 

 Regular attendance is one of the most significant indicators of success for students. 

 Parents and Guardians need to make decisions about the health and well-being of their children and determine whether or 
not they will send their children to school. 

 If a student is going to be absent due to illness or other reasons, please call the school to let us know. 

 Absences that are not reported to the school will be communicated to families via the school’s automated messaging    
system, which alerts families daily of any unexcused absences. 

 As always, when students are absent for a short period of time, they can either catch up when they return to school or 
they can work on assignments while they are away. 

 All of our teachers are utilizing Microsoft Teams. As such, assignments are uploaded and made available for the benefit of 
all students, not just those students who are absent. 

 Regular communication with teachers is key in terms of keeping up and catching up with missed learning. 

I know some families are concerned about sending students to school because of the current state of COVID cases in the  
province. All of the information above applies to these situations, as well we also would like to provide some additional       
information that might be helpful in terms of families making decisions for their students: 

 Students who are absent for extended periods of time (beyond two weeks) are missing valuable in-class instruction, which 
is not really replicable in a Teams environment. Assignments and resources can be posted, but there is no replacement for 
the in-class instruction that occurs at school. 



 Students who are absent for longer periods of time will struggle to be successful in their courses. 

 Our school is not equipped to be both an in-person learning institution as well as an online learning institution. 

 The District does have options available to students and families who are more comfortable in an online environment. 

 In many cases, switching to online learning (at LEC for example) does NOT require a student to withdraw from ACSS. For 
example, it is possible for a student to take online classes for Quarter 2 (at LEC for example) and then re-evaluate where 
things are at for Quarter 3 and then return to ACSS for Quarter 3 and Quarter 4 for in-class learning.  

If this is something that is of interest to you, please contact one of our counsellors or one of the administrators to discuss the 
different options.  

We want to ensure that all students are able to find success in their courses and further their learning. We recognize that the 
current pandemic has impacted the comfort level of some families in terms of sending their children to school. If you are in this 
situation, please reach out to the school and we would be happy to help you with options and in making decisions that are best 
for your family and your child’s education. 

There are also a few staffing updates to apprise you of:  

 First, Ms. Debbie Jones, who has been with us at ACSS for nine years, as both our Education Software Systems Coordinator 
and most recently our Administrative Assistant, is taking on a new challenge and new opportunity as an Executive Assistant 
at the School Board Office. Ms. Jones has been such an integral part of ACSS over the last number of years. Her passion for 
ACSS and the Aldergrove community is second to none and we will miss her tremendously. We wish her all the best as she 
takes on her new role at the School Board Office.  

 Second, as we work to find a permanent replacement for Ms. Jones, we welcome Ms. Marie Bezanson to ACSS.                      
Ms. Bezanson is new to the Langley School District and she will be with us for the next couple of weeks until we hire a              
permanent replacement. Welcome to ACSS Ms. Bezanson! 

 Third, as you may have already heard, on Wednesday of this week a number of administrative changes were announced 
throughout the District. One of those announcements impacts ACSS. It was shared with staff and students that I will be  
leaving ACSS at the Christmas Break and will be re-assigned to Walnut Grove Secondary School as Principal. As many of you 
know, I have had the honour and privilege of being at ACSS for four and a half years, first as Vice-Principal and for the past 
four years as Principal. It will certainly be difficult for me to leave ACSS, but for now, I will enjoy the remaining two weeks 
that I have with our fabulous school community. 

 Finally, replacing me as Principal at ACSS in January is Mr. Mike Palichuk. Mr. Palichuk is currently the Vice-Principal at    
Langley Secondary School. Mr. Palichuk brings a wealth of experience in a variety of roles, including experience at              
elementary, middle and secondary schools in three different Districts. He has worked as a classroom teacher, District        
Resource teacher and as a Vice-Principal at James Anderson Learning Centre. Most recently Mr. Palichuk was the              
Vice-Principal at RE Mountain Secondary School, Principal at Nicomekl Elementary School and, as mentioned, currently is 
the Vice-Principal at Langley Secondary School. Mr. Palichuk will be a great addition to the ACSS family and community and  
I wish him all the best as he transitions to ACSS in the New Year.  

As we approach the winter break, the next couple of weeks will certainly be busy as usual. Although we are unable to do a   
number of our regular festive activities, we are finding ways to continue with some of our Christmas traditions leading up to the 
break. We look forward to our annual door decorating, our annual Pancake Breakfast on the last day before the break, and of 
course, as you’ve seen on social media, our Elf, Buddy, is currently in quarantine from his trip in from the North Pole! Curious to 
see what antics he will get up to in the next few weeks. 

Wish you all a fabulous weekend. 

Sincerely, 

 

J. Lyndon                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Proud Principal                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Aldergrove Community Secondary 

 

 



Aldergrove Community Secondary School is  
grateful for the generosity of the Dollarama     
Corporate Office.  Ms. Warrington, our Youth 
Care Worker, reached out to them and they      
didn’t hesitate to offer her some gift cards to    
purchase some snacks for our students.  A big 
thank you to Dollarama! 

Message from our Community School Coordinator 

The holiday is approaching and we are looking to support some of our ACSS families that could use a little 
extra holiday cheer this season. 

At this time, we are looking for monetary donations via school cash online by            
December 7. You can indicate the amount that you would like to donate, anything 
helps! 

http://sd35.schoolcashonline.com/ 

With the donations, we will be purchasing gift cards for groceries. 

If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie at seby@sd35.bc.ca  

Christmas Cards for our Canadian Armed Forces 

ACSS students are giving up some of their class time to write 
Christmas cards and sending them to the Canadian Armed 
Forces members that are stationed overseas. 

A big thank you to our troops and a Merry Christmas! 

mailto:seby@sd35.bc.ca


UNB is offering a free application for Canadian* High 
School students applying for Fall 2021 entry who attend any of 
our virtual recruitment events between November 16, 2020 
until  March 31, 2021.   
 

These virtual events include virtual presentations, one-on-one recruiter meetings, virtual tours, and 
 evening presentations .  Students can use this link to sign up for any of these options https://
www.unb.ca/admissions/future-students.html 

 
Step 1: RSVP for a recruitment event or book an appointment or tour.  
Step 2: Apply to a UNB undergraduate program and submit the required documents.   
Step 3: Choose the “pay later” option when submitting your application.    
Step 4: Attend the event (you’ll be asked to fill out an online form to confirm your         
attendance).       Following the event, your application will be sent for processing**   
Step 5: If you have any questions regarding your application, please reach out to your         
recruiter or email chooseunb@unb.ca.    

 

 
  

 
 
  

 

 

 

To register: 

 https://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/campus-tours/virtualpreview/virtualpreviewday.html 

Before heading into the holiday season, the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences at SFU wanted to provide the 
parent community with the opportunity to connect with 
one of our FASS professors online for a Parents and   
Supporters Q&A! In this session, prospective students 
and their parents/supporters can get  answers to their 

FASS questions and understand how they can be more successful in their first year of university. The 
session will be hosted by Dr. Danielle Murdoch from our Criminology faculty and will take place 
on December 15th from 5:30 – 6:30PM.  Registration can be found online at: www.sfu.ca/fass/
students/prospective-students/e-sampler/future.html.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unb.ca%2Fadmissions%2Ffuture-students.html&data=04%7C01%7CNLuteijn%40sd35.bc.ca%7Cebe0cb4f339c496c22a008d8987c6f9f%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637427007518135384%7CUnknown%
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unb.ca%2Fadmissions%2Ffuture-students.html&data=04%7C01%7CNLuteijn%40sd35.bc.ca%7Cebe0cb4f339c496c22a008d8987c6f9f%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637427007518135384%7CUnknown%
mailto:chooseunb@unb.ca
https://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/campus-tours/virtualpreview/virtualpreviewday.html
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfu.ca%2Ffass%2Fstudents%2Fprospective-students%2Fe-sampler%2Ffuture.html&data=04%7C01%7Cnluteijn%40sd35.bc.ca%7C2571b64ac9b7451521cf08d897deec9f%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfu.ca%2Ffass%2Fstudents%2Fprospective-students%2Fe-sampler%2Ffuture.html&data=04%7C01%7Cnluteijn%40sd35.bc.ca%7C2571b64ac9b7451521cf08d897deec9f%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7


The Sassy Awards information and the complete application form has also been sent separately with this week’s newsletter. 



Student Safety Around Schools  

With the days growing shorter and the weather changing to rain, fog, and frost, Aldergrove Community           
Secondary is reminding all our students to take extra precaution when walking to and from school. Please be 
aware of your surroundings, walk on the sidewalk and with someone whenever possible, and avoid wearing 
headphones. We also ask drivers in our school community to be vigilant on our roads. Student safety is our    
priority. Thank you for your cooperation and support in keeping everyone safe. 

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather 

Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. So, where do you go to 
get information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the 
internet via computer or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed on all school 
websites or www.sd35.bc.ca. Updates are also posted to Twitter @LangleySchools and Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict. If you don't have internet connectivity but your phone is working, 
call a relative or friend in an area that has not been affected by the storm and ask them to check the district 
website for you. Local radio stations are also informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130AM, 
CKNW 980AM, Country Radio 107.1FM, Pulse 107.7 or CBC 690AM or 88.1FM for updates. 
 

Please note that Langley District schools are all considered 'open' until a decision to close is required. Decisions 
on school closures are usually made by 6:30am. As always, it is a parent's decision whether to send their child to 
school based on safety and individual circumstances. If you feel it is unsafe for you or your child to travel to or 
attend an open school for any reason, please keep your child home and report an absence to the school. 

School Immunizations 

The District has been advised by Fraser Health that school immunizations are expected to take 
place in January. As in previous years, students in grades 6 and 9 will have the opportunity to be 
vaccinated. Fraser Health will also provide catch up immunizations to students who did not     
complete their immunizations last year or over the summer. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Langley Health Unit (604-539-2900). 

http://www.sd35.bc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/langleyschooldistrict


Totems Hoodies are here! This year we have two styles to choose from: the Ath-

letic hoodie (has seam piping, hidden media pocket, and thumb holes) or the Classic hoodie. 
Hoodies are unisex sizing and the chart follows in the newsletter. Take the measurements 
from your favourite hoodie at home to get the appropriate size from the size chart below 
and then place your order! The store will be open until December 18th and delivery will be 
after the break. This will be the only time we are running spirit wear hoodies, so don’t miss 
out!  












