
ACSS Totem News     April 5, 2019 

Dream, Believe, Achieve 

Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information. 

UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS: 

Monday, April 8  PAC Meeting (6:30 pm) 

Friday, April 12  Collaboration Afternoon - Early Dismissal (1:35 pm) 

Friday, April 19  Good Friday - NO SCHOOL 

Monday, April 22  Easter Monday - NO SCHOOL 

Friday, April 26  Semester 2, Term 1 Report Cards Published 

Tuesday, April 30  Careers 9 Portfolio Due 

 

BLOCK ORDER  

April  8— Day 7 

April  9— Day 8 

April 10—Day 7 

April 11—Day 8 

April 12—Day 7 

26850—29th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC   V4W 3C1  Phone:  604-856-2521   Fax:  604-856-9648 

Dear Students and Families: 
 

Welcome back!  We hope everyone had a wonderful spring break.  It always goes by so quickly, but it’s nice to 
have the opportunity to spend time with family and friends.  Hopefully everyone is feeling well rested, as we    
enter into the home stretch.   

As we come out of spring break, and head towards the end of the school year, it is a great time to remind our 
students that finishing strong is the best way to head into summer.  As the weather gets better, distractions can 
be much easier to give into, however we want all of our Totems to finish the year with the most positive results 
possible. 

Please note that to mark the National Day of Remembrance of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, flags will be flown at half 
mast on Tuesday, April 9th from sunrise to sunset. 
 

J. Lyndon, Proud Principal 

Aldergrove Community Secondary School 

Ministry of Education Student Learning Survey  

Students in Grades 10 and 12, their parents, and staff at ACSS will have an 
opportunity to provide feedback about their school experience through the  
Ministry of Education’s annual online Student Learning Survey. The survey 
takes about 30 minutes to complete and will be available until Tuesday, April 
30th. You will receive an email (by Monday, April 8th) with a link to the survey 
and your unique family code to access it. If you do not use email, please contact 
Mr. Balakrishnan at the school to obtain your code. We appreciate your input in 
helping to make ACSS an even better  



Science Club 

The science club made terrariums with Mr. Comrie.  If you are interested in joining the science club, go to room 215 on 
Thursdays during FLEX. 

For Sale …. Student Built Saw Horses 

All 2x4 and 2x6 construction. Very sturdy.  Built by our own           
ACSS carpentry students, with direction from Mr. Gaumont. If 

you would like to order a pair, please email Mr. Gaumont 
(agaumont@sd35.bc.ca)  

$50 / pair 

Summer School Information 

Registration opens on  Monday, April 8th: See the links below for details and registration. 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/schools/summer-session/ 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/schools/summer-session/registration-information/ 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/schools/summer-session/
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/schools/summer-session/registration-information/


Japanese Cultural Presentation 

On Thursday one of our agents, Keiko Masuyama, visited ACSS from Japan to 
give cultural presentations to Canadian classes. She talked about the history of 
kimonos, which are traditional Japanese clothing, and the significance of green tea 
ceremonies in Japan. Students also had the opportunity to participate in Japanese 
games for the annual Cherry Blossom Festival, where they had a chance to try 
matcha, win prizes, and taste Japanese treats.  



 

 

GRAD NEWS 

April 5, 2019 

Welcome back! We are entering into grad season now and dates and deadlines come up quickly. Please make sure you are 

on Grad Remind to stay up to date on all grad events. 

NEXT ALL-GRADS MEETING IS TUEDSAY APRIL 9th AT LUNCH IN THE LIBRARY 

PLEASE NOTE STUDENTS TAKING ONLINE COURSES: Deadlines for online course completions are 60% completed by April 8th 

and 75% completed by May 10th. It is the student’s responsibility to show completion to counsellors and/or administration.  

It’s time to start thinking about the song you would like played as your recessional (as you exit the grad ceremonies at CLA). 

Please keep in mind that this is a formal celebration and should represent the entire grad class. Nominations for this will be 

accepted starting Monday, April 8th. 

As a grad class, you will have to come to a decision as to which Grad(s) will host your banquet and act as the MC (introduce 

the guests, introduce the speakers, keep the night moving, etc.) We will begin accepting nominations in early May for Grad 

MC (or MCs). 

You will also need to come to a decision as to which teacher will speak at your banquet and give the toast to the grads of 

2019. This teacher should be voted on by the grad class and be comfortable speaking on behalf of the staff for your class. We 

will begin accepting nominations for Teacher Toast in early May. 

A final decision to come to as a grad class is the parent that will give the toast to the grads at the Strawberry Tea. This parent 

should be voted on by the grad class and be comfortable speaking in front of a crowd of approximately 800-1000 people in 

the gym during the Strawberry Tea. We will begin accepting nominations for Parent Toast in early May. 

We have one in-school grad gown that we loan out to families who would like to have photos taken of their grad. Families 

interested in borrowing the gown can speak with Ms. Caines about booking it over a weekend. The grad gown, mortarboard 

cap, stole, and tassel can be borrowed for a $100 deposit in cheque or cash. Deposit is returned when all items of the gown 

set are returned to the library. 

Grad stage-crossing write-ups will be submitted online starting May 21st. Time to start thinking about who you will thank 

and what you will say! Your stage-crossing write-ups will be written in the third person. Eg. “Mr. Lyndon would like to thank 

his teachers and coaches for helping him in his grade 12 year. He will never forget all the times spent on the bus to basketball 

games and cherishes his memories both on the court and off. In the fall, Mr. Lyndon will be attending UBC in the hopes of   

becoming a doctor in nuclear medicine. He wishes all grads the best of luck in their future endeavors.” If you need help with 

third person writing, please see Ms. Caines or any of our amazing English teachers! 

Grad Banquet Tickets and Strawberry Tea Tickets will be on sale from May 21-24th. Further info will be available closer to 

the date. 

Dry Grad is a parent-sponsored event that takes place after the grad dinner and dance on June 21st 2019. If you are            

interested in helping out with Dry Grad this year, please contact Marcy Buchanan at marcylbuchanan@gmail.com or 

acssdrygrad19@gmail.com There is also an ACSS Dry Grad Facebook page! Just search for ACSS Drygrad 2019 to join!        

Keep up to date on the fundraisers that can help make your student’s graduation a memorable event! 

mailto:marcylbuchanan@gmail.com
mailto:acssdrygrad19@gmail.com


Have you logged in to your ‘My Blueprint’ account lately?  

During the month of April, they are hosting an ‘Ask Us Anything’ contest. From now until April 30, 2019, high school 
students can submit questions about post-secondary life on their contest page. When a student submits a question, 
they are entered into a draw to win one of five $50 Amazon gift cards!  

 

This is an opportunity for high school students to ask questions that will be answered by a student who is currently 
attending a post-secondary institution. Questions can be about: 

 picking the right courses 

 paying for tuition 

 living in student housing 

 and everything in between 

This is a great way to make the transition from high school to post-secondary a bit easier, plus it’s a chance to win 
big! Have your students visit ideas.myBlueprint.ca/sos for full contest details and to enter. 

ACSS Yearbook 2018-2019 

Yearbooks are going fast!!!  And your time is running out!  Last day to order a yearbook is Thursday, April 18th, and 
we are nearly SOLD OUT!!!  Don’t be disappointed in June, pay your $5 deposit in the office now to ensure you reserve 
yourself a yearbook! Price is $70.  Full of pictures and stories from throughout the year, you won't want to miss it!!! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2FmyBlueprint.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D8f073a64bd42f1fa688c4f3f1%26id%3D3f0c0876df%26e%3Db1cd9ce4d2&data=02%7C01%7Cmismith%40sd35.bc.ca%7C2854d61e2bfe466a784908d6b3ad2940%7Cfcabf


Aldergrove Totems Athletics Update 
 

Track and Field Team  

Track & Field practices will start on Monday, April 8th after school at 3:15pm on our track. This year we are combining 
with the BGMS team of coaches and athletes to train. Mrs. Haber, Mrs. Luteijn, and Mrs. Courtney will be coaching the 
team this year. Please see the training schedule below: 

Track and Field Practice Schedule 2019 

Short Distance Running (100, 200, 400) – Mrs. Waddell, Mr. Kilvert 

Mondays and Wednesdays after school 

Long Distance Running (800, 1500, 3000) – Mrs. McKinnon, Ms. Foster  

Tuesdays and Thursdays after school 

Long and Triple Jump – Ms. Nedelec  

Tuesdays and Wednesdays after school 

High Jump – Mr. Frank  

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays after school 

Throwing Events (Shot put, discus, javelin, ball throw) – Mr. Birkheim, Ms. Haber, Ms. Luteijn 

 Mondays and Thursdays after school  

Ball Hockey and Ice Hockey Teams 

Mr. Renaud and Mr. Perry are coaching our school’s ball and ice hockey teams. The season starts soon; please see either 
one of them for more information. 

 

Senior Boys Basketball  

If you are interested in playing on the ACSS Senior Boys Basketball team next year, please speak with         Mr. Wedan as 
soon as possible. There are many off-season opportunities for you to improve your game      and prepare for next sea-
son. See him for details.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

ACSS Athletics Year End Dinner & Awards 

 

Who: All ACSS Student-Athletes and their Parents 

What: Dinner and Awards 

When: Thursday, May 30th 

Where: ACSS Main Gym 





Upcoming Information, Open Houses and Tours from the Career Education Department: 

(Please contact Mrs. Smith at ACSS (mismith@sd35.bc.ca) for more information) 

April 10 - Youth TRAIN in Trades Applications due 

Please return your application to Mrs. Smith ASAP, or before April 10 at ACSS so she can submit 
it to the SBO for you. Interviews for all 7 programs will take place late in Late April through May 
and we are excited to see such great interest from ACSS students! 

 

Piping/Plumbing Open House – Wednesday, April 17 

Langley Secondary School 

1:00PM-3:00PM 

 

RCMP Tour – Wednesday, April 17 (8:30am – 2:45pm) 

Students will visit the Langley RCMP detachment to learn about various elements of policing.  They will 
have the opportunity to meet officers from different specializations, learn what they do and interact 
with some of the tools they use. Applications are due at ACSS by Tuesday, April 9 and will require     
approval from a school administrator.  This tour is open to grade 11 and 12 students. 

 

Helping Professions Tour - April 25, 2019 (8:15am – 3:45pm) 

Students will have the opportunity to meet professionals in the field and to tour the Douglas College 
Campus in Coquitlam to hear about their Social Work, Child and Youth Care, and Psychology               
Programs.  This is a great tour for students that are interested in being in the helping field (Social   
Worker, Therapist, Child & Youth Care Worker, etc). Applications due at ACSS by April 17, 2019. 

 

Careers in Aviation Tour - April 29, 2019 (4:00pm – 7:00pm) 

This tour will help students explore commercial aviation, aircraft maintenance, air traffic control,      
airport management and flight instruction.  Applications coming soon and will be due at ACSS by     
April 23. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

YOUTH TRAIN IN TRADES PROGRAMS – 2019/2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

Applications are now available, and are due on April 12, 2019, to be considered for the 2019/2020 school year. 
Please pick up an application from the Counselling Centre and if you need assistance to fill out the application,      
Mrs. Smith is available to do that with you. Once you have completed the application, please submit it to Mrs. Smith 
ASAP as there are some other documents and signatures that she will collect on your behalf. Please feel free to 
make an appointment with her in order to complete the application, or if you have any questions regarding the 
Youth TRAIN in Trades programs.  Please visit sd35.bc.ca/careered for further details about these programs to      
discover which program(s) may be the right one for you. 

mailto:mismith@sd35.bc.ca)




Vancouver Film School has just launched some huge scholarship offers including 5 full ride 
scholarships and up to $750,000 in partial scholarships for runner up applicants. 
  
This is a unbeatable opportunity for anyone interested in a career in Acting, Game Design,  
Programming or Animation. 
  
Here are the details:  
  

Emily Bett Richards - Acting Scholarship 

 One Full Ride Scholarship to VFS’ Acting for Film & Television Program 

 One Full Ride Scholarship to VFS’ Acting Essentials Program (4 month) 

 Up to $250K in partial scholarship funding to runner-up applicants 
  

Victor Lucas - Game Design & Programming Scholarship 

 One Full Ride Scholarship to VFS’ Game Design Program 

 One Full Ride Scholarship to VFS’ Programming for Games, Web and Mobile Program 

 Up to $250K in partial scholarship funding to runner-up applicants 
  

Michal Makarewicz - 3D Animation Scholarship 

 One Full Ride Scholarship to VFS’ 3D Animation and Visual Effects Program 

 Up to $250K in partial scholarship funding to runner-up applicants 
  
Scholarships are for enrollment in the 2019 school year and are open to student applicants 
from anywhere in the world that are 17 years of age or older at the time of application.  
  
Scholarship deadline is April 14, 2019. 
  
  
  
  

     

  
  
  



 





WHY CLINIC (Whole Health Youth Clinic) 

When:  12:00 pm - 3:00 pm (Fridays - April 12, May 24, June 14) 

Where:  Counselling Office 

Free & Confidential access to a Nurse Practitioner and Outreach Worker to: 

 Provide medical care  

 Discuss your health concerns 

 Support your mental wellness needs 

 Support LGBTQ2+ Health 

 Help you connect with community supports and resources. 


