ACSS Totem News

December 16, 2016

Dream, Believe, Achieve
Please visit our website www.acsstotems.ca for more information.
UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS:

BLOCK ORDER
December 19—January 2

Winter Break

Jan. 2—NO SCHOOL

Tuesday, Jan. 3

School Re-Opens (D C B A)

Jan. 3—Day 8

Monday, Jan. 9

Collaboration Afternoon—Early Dismissal (1:40 pm)

Jan. 4—Day 7
Jan. 5—Day 8
Jan. 6—Day 7

Dear Parents/Guardians,
In 2007 I was fortunate to join the ACSS Administrative team as a new Vice-Principal when Charlie Fox retired to become a
township councillor and Gord Stewart took over as Principal. At that time, the Aldergrove community was struggling with
declining enrolment - a school of approximately 1100 students at the time enrols 644 today - and school closures. I joined
ACSS just after Aldergrove Elementary was closed and Betty Gilbert was subsequently converted to a middle school. Through
the uncertainty of the time, Parkside and Shortreed were reduced to K-5 elementary schools and ACSS was challenged to
remake itself as a Grade 9-12 secondary school that provided opportunities and experiences to middle school students as
well. These past ten years were difficult and challenging for everyone involved. Despite the trying circumstances, the measure
of a community is the resiliency and commitment with which it continues. I have been impressed with the dedication of our
students, their families, our staff and the admin, past and present, of all of the Aldergrove family of schools. As an educator, I
am proud of what we’ve accomplished in our community and the difference we have made and are making in the lives of our
students. ACSS is a school that this community is and should be proud of.
Every year ACSS graduates students who transition successfully to post-secondary worlds of work, higher education and/or
other training. Our students make us proud wherever they go and in many cases return and give back to our community. As
an example, a few weeks ago the Boys Club Network came to ACSS as a result of the advocacy of our alumni, Frank Giustra,
Ian Macintosh and others. Today, we have three teachers who graduated from ACSS, Ms Kim Haber, Ms Katie Caines and
Mr. Zach Dahl, as well as one SEA, Ms Laura MacDonald. They came, learned, left and then came back. We are better for
them as much as we are for the staff who have made it their career goal to teach and work with our students. It ‘is’ special to
be a part of Aldergrove Community Secondary and it is true… Dream, Believe, Achieve.
Personally, in Aldergrove, I have been respected, tested and taught valuable lessons. I have enjoyed and benefited from being
a part of the Aldergrove school community and I have learned much as an educator and person. Now it is time for a change
and to give way to another one of those returning ACSS grads. In January, Mr. Jeremy Lyndon will become the first ACSS
alumni to return as Principal. He has lived this community and understands this community. ACSS is lucky to have him.
Thanks and all the best!
John Pusic

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year & Thank you ACSS Community!

26850—29th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC V4W 3C1 Phone: 604-856-2521 Fax: 604-856-9648

ACSS Christmas Activities

Information About School Status During Inclement Weather
Snow closures and power outages are an annual occurrence in Langley School District. So where do you go to get
information about the status of schools during periods of inclement weather? If you are able to access the internet via
computer or smartphone, current information about Langley schools can be accessed at www.sd35.bc.ca. Alerts
regarding school status will appear as a banner at the top of the District website and all school

websites. Clicking

on ‘More Details’ will provide more information. We will also post updates to Twitter @LangleySchools and
Facebookwww.Facebook.com/LangleySchoolDistrict.
If you don't have internet connectivity, but your phone is working, call a relative or friend in an area that has not been
affected by the storm and ask them to check the district website for you. Current information is also recorded on the
Langley School District's Information Hotline at 604-532-1453. (Do not hang up if your call is not connected right
away). Local radio stations are also informed of school status in Langley. Tune in to CKWX 1130 AM, CKNW 980 AM,
Country Radio 107.1 FM or CBC 690 AM for updates.

